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1 Kate Aughterson: “The plays of Shakespeare’s late career... have been
the focus of fierce critical and theatrical debate. Are they the acme of a
brilliant career, or the signs of a playwright who has lost his way and his
audience? Are they about the Jacobean political world or Shakespeare’s
own aesthetic biography?” [1, p. 1].
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2 R. Lyne: “Pericles is based on the story of Apollonius of Tyre as retold
in Lawrence Twyne’s Pattern of Painful Adventures ... The Winter’s
Tale has as its main source Robert Greene’s Pandosto ... The Tempest
has no source as such but is often connected with the narrative of a New
World shipwreck in 1609 [14, p. 138].”
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3 Kenneth Muir: “He was looking, we may suppose, for a plot through
which he could express the theme of forgiveness and reconciliation[15,
p. 258].
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4 J. M. Nosworthy: “Here we can detect one external circumstance which
may very well have reminded him of a yet untried way of handling
dramatic material, and have led him to Pericles and then, via Love and
Fortune, to Cymbeline without further prompting” [16, p. XXXVIII].

5 F. D. Hoeniger: “Pericles, Cymbeline and The Winter’s Tale are

characterized by a peculiar kind of double plot which is found nowhere

else in Shakespeare, and hardly anywhere else in Elizabethan drama.

Two actions are intertwined, the protagonists of which are a king or a

duke and his daughter...” [7, p. LXXII].
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